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Background

A d f But identification of 
macroinvertebrates
is not an easy task!!!

A need to assess surface 
water quality

One of the available tool:
macroinvertebrate

Identification tools
so far…

Paper printed Dichotomic

Future prospects 
for identification…

Multiple entryElectronic

Unflexibility of use

Limited quality and number
of illustrations

Difficulty to detect possible
mistakes

More illustrations, 
best quality

No restrictions on the order 
in which characters can be 
usedEasier to locate errors

What’s new?

This new key was:

• developed in strong association with practitionners

and is adapted to their needs for biotic index calculationA new software  p

More illustrations

All the elements at the same
time on the screen

Students (n=11) Professionals (n=21)A new key for the
aquatic invertebrates
of Switzerland to 
family level

• tested by both professionals and students (bachelor level):
Do this key has the following advantages?

to build
multiple entry key

User‐friendliness

Rapidity of identification

Reliability of identification

Clear history of 
used characters

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

family level Choice in the order of use
of identification criteria

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Yes Partly No

Strong interest of the young users


