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HEAD - GENEVE HAS BEEN
SELECTED BY SWITZERLAND
TO REPRESENT THE
EXCELLENCE OF SWISS
CREATIVITY AND EDUCATION
AT EXPO 2025 IN OSAKA, JAPAN
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HEAD - Geneve, Geneva University of Art and Design
has been selected by Switzerland’s Department of
Foreign Affairs (FDFA) to represent the excellence of
Swiss creativity and education at the Swiss Pavilion at
Expo 2025 in Osaka, Japan, on Switzerland’s National
Day.

On 22 April 2025, HEAD - Geneve will present Je
mappelle Heidi (“My Name is Heidi”), an immersive
performance that combines design with cinema.
Based on an innovative approach, the work gives a
contemporary twist to the traditional figure of Heidi -
a timeless symbol of Swiss culture.
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M Fashion design: Agathe Palthe\y / ‘lewellery Qesign (braided Qack access\or‘ies and bells): PaulineoMartin / Model:
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A PERFORMANCE THAT FITS IN WITH THE THEMES
OF THE SWISS PAVILION

Je m'appelle Heidi fits in with the three main themes of the Swiss Pavilion at
Expo 2025: Life, Planet, and Augmented Humanity. Thanks to its
contemporary approach, the work questions the relationship between
humans, their environment, and the changes that affect them both. It
addresses universal issues such as the evolution of identity, generational
legacy, and the fragile balance between nature and modernity.

By combining tradition with innovation, Je m'appelle Heidi reflects the
fundamental values of the Swiss Pavilion and offers an immersive artistic
experience that will inspire reflection and action for the future.
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TRANSVERSALITY AND CREATIVITY

Je mappelle Heidi brings together the Fashion, Jewellery and Accessory
and Cinema departments of HEAD - Genéve, illustrating a collaborative,
transdisciplinary approach.

+ The Fashion Design department addresses the relationship between
clothing and identity, with designs specifically made for the performance.
The creations showcase the students’ innovative know-how, combining
technique with contemporary textiles and aesthetic ideas.

+The Jewellery and Accessory Design department enhances the visual
narrative by developing pieces that fit in with the costumes. These
elements underline the importance of jewellery and accessories in
expressing identity and reinforce the symbolic dimension of the
performance.

+ The Cinema department adds an immersive dimension by integrating
projections and set designs. The visual continuity of the students’ work
reinforces the narrative, immersing the audience in a captivating
cinematographic universe.
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A TRIBUTE TO SWISS TRADITION, DESIGN AND
STORYTELLING

Je mappelle Heidi reveals the wealth of Swiss know-how by combining
design, cinema and artistic creation. This performance pays homage to the
subtle balance between tradition and innovation, the cultural pillars of
Switzerland’s international cultural influence.

Supervised by a multidisciplinary artistic committee from HEAD - Genéve,
comprising Joanna Haefeli, cultural and scientific project manager, Lutz
Huelle, head of the Product Design / Fashion, Jewellery and Accessory
department, David Roux-Fouillet, head of the Product / Jewellery and
Accessory Design department, Anita Hugi, head of the Cinema
department, Victor Prieux, artistic collaborator in the Product Design /
Fashion, Jewellery and Accessory department, and Douglas Edric Stanley,
professor in the Master Media Design programme. Based on a research-
creation project led by Anita Hugi, the staging by Métilde Weyergans and
Samuel Hercule lends the performance a singular dimension.

Bringing together students from the Product Design / Fashion, Jewellery
and Accessory and Cinema departments, this daring work transcends
disciplines. Je mappelle Heidi proposes a profound reflection on universal
themes such as heritage, identity and the role of narrative in transforming
our world.
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A UNIQUE EXPERIENCE AND A LONG-LASTING
COMMITMENT

Designed as a unique experience, Je mappelle Heidi symbolises
Switzerland’s enduring commitment to the arts and cultural innovation on an
international scale. The performance also reinforces HEAD - Genéve’s
position as a benchmark institution in the field of contemporary creation,
embodying the school’'s dynamism and avant-garde vision.
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PANEL HEIDI FOREVER

In addition to its immersive performance Je m'appelle Heidi, HEAD - Genéve
will set up the panel Heidi Forever, featuring a dialogue on the origins of Heidi
and her adopted countries, Switzerland and Japan.

The event, which will be held at the Swiss Pavilion in Osaka, will bring together
Lada Umstéatter, Director of HEAD - Geneéve, , Prof. Dr. Takashi Kawashima
JI|EFZ (Kyoto University ;REB A ), Douglas Edric Stanley, designer and
professor in the Master Media Design programme, and Anita Hugi, Head of
the Cinema Department.

Together, they will explore Johanna Spyri’s original work and its many
audiovisual adaptations - illustrations, films, virtual reality works — across the
ages, combining tradition with visions of the future. Inclusive and timeless,
Heidi brings together an international audience around a figure that is more
universal than ever.
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1 Fashion desigq: Julia Rudnicka / Model: Cillian Henin
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION

- 22 April 2025
Immersive Performance: Je mappelle Heidi

Swiss Pavilion, Swiss National Day, Expo 2025, Osaka

- 23 avril 2025
Panel Heidi Forever
Swiss Pavilion, Expo 2025, Osaka
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CREDITS

DIRECTION

Lada Umstétter
Director of HEAD - Genéve

ARTISTIC COMMITTEE

Joanna Haefeli
Head of cultural and scientific projects, Project
Manager

Lutz Huelle
Head of the Product / Fashion,Jewellery & Accessory
Design department

Anita Hugi

Head of the Cinema department

Victor Prieux
Product / Fashion Jewellery & Accessory Design
department assistant

David Roux-Fouillet
Head of the Product / Jewellery and
Accessory Design option

Douglas Edric Stanley

Designer and professor in Master Media Design

SET DESIGN

Samuel Hercule
Set designer

Métilde Weyergans

Set designer
Based on creative research by Anita Hugi

My name is Heidi

COMMUNICATION

Claudia Lanz
Communication and external relations

Virgine Dhaze
Digital Communication

Robyn Baumgartner
Assistant

CINEMA TEAM

Rafaela Gerhard
Deputy Head of Cinéma Department

Antoine Scalese
Production coordinator

Hakim Mastour
Location and camera control

Vuk Vukmanovic
Head of Sound Option

FASHION DESIGN TEAM

Sabine Schechinger Pose
Lecturer, development of outfits in 3D

Vanessa Schindler
Lecturer, Practical project follow-up

Joy Ahoulou
Practical contributor: Preliminary research phases
+ inspirational trip

Brigitte Dianzambi
Academic Assistant

Zoé Marmier
Academic Assistant

PRODUCT / JEWELLERY
AND ACCESSORY DESIGN TEAM

Elizabeth Fischer
Associate Professor UAS Design Product / Fashion,
Jewellery & Accessory Design option

Silvia Weidenbach

Lecturer in Jewellery. Glasgow School of Art

Stéphanie Van Zwam
Deputy Head of Product / Jewellery & Accessory
Design option

Pauline Hepner
Assistant to the Product / Jewellery & Accessory
Design option

EXHIBITION MANAGER
Charles Cuccu
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CREDITS

CREATIVE TEAM
Cinema students

Tabarak Allah Abbas
Casting

Gaétan Carron
Image

Milan Cerovaz
Shooting assistant

Millan Kiptum

Shooting assistant

Louis Lamarche
Sound recording

Miguel Rodriguez-Viloria
Editing

Fashion Design students
Arsen Aeby

Marine Antelo

Pamela Bitzi

Apoline Descombes
Rubéne Dimetto

Samuel Gagliardo

Yasmine Gougain dos Santos Carlos

Marion Guyot

Asma Haddad

Iwan Hochstrasser
Julie Jachertz
Angeline Lamontagne

Carolina Leemann Ayres da Motta

Alice Longchamp
Maia Malige
Baltazar Nanchen
Léon Narbel
Agathe Palthey
Baptiste Pons
Nina Rehacek
Julia Rudnicka
Mélanie Schiewe
Yann Thomas
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Product / Jewellery
and Accessory Design students
Jeanne Broquet

Noa Criblez

Rose Perle Dubas
Claire Forzani
Joséphine Jaccard
Romain Labat
Maélle Lezebot
Flora Lingenhel
Pauline Martin
Kenza Nadif

Basil Oulevey

Akriti Prout
Valentine Zuppinger
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EXTERNAL CREATIVE TEAM

Adrian Bourget
Sound designer and manager

Sebastien Dumas
Stage manager / Lighting/ Video

Fred Soria
PLC Designer

IMAGE
Vadim Alsayed

Cinematographer

Benny Jaberg

Cinematographer

HEIDI
Lia-Maria Herrera

My name is Heidi

PHOTO TEAM

Raphaélle Mueller
Photographer and artistic director

Victor Prieux
Artistic coordinator

Brigitte Dianzambi
Coordination

Robyn Baumgartner
Assistant shooting

Elliot Huescar
Video direction and production

Ornella D’Andres
Model (HEAD student)

Cillian Henin
Model (HEAD student)

Lola Rust
Model (HEAD student)

COLLABORATION
LA CORDONNERIE
Caroline Chavrier
Anais Germain
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AT THE INVITATION OF THE
SWISS CONFEDERATION

PAVILLON SUISSE
—XPO OSAKA




