
This project was initiated by Jean-Pierre Greff, Director of HEAD – Genève, who invited Claudio Colucci to present students with 
a challenge: to give the traditional cuckoo clock a contemporary twist while retaining its main characteristics, to tell a story and to strike the hours with its 

regular cuckoo call.24 Hours in the Life of a Swiss Cuckoo Clock is a HEAD – Genève project led by Claudio Colucci and performed by students from the Bachelor and Master in Fashion, 
Jewellery and Accessories, the Master in Media Design and the Master in Spaces & Communication. In conjunction with the academic staff James Auger, Marco Borraccino, Claudio Colucci, matali crasset, Nitzan 

Cohen and Camille Scherrer. Organized by Mathieu Bassée, Jan Geipel and Fabio Colucci. With the technical support of Frédéric Mino, Xavier Plantevin, Noëllie Salguero, Stefan Sax, Alexandre Simian and Sergio Streun.
In an exhibition version curated by Alexandra Midal. And in a cuckoophonic scenography interpreted by Malak Mebkhout & Michaël Mouyal / Alumni of the Master in Spaces & Communication.

 This project was made possible by Elizabeth Fischer’s commitment from its inception. 

                www.head-geneve.ch

24 
HOURS IN 

THE LIFE OF 
A SWISS 

CUCKOO CLOCK
Is the Swiss cuckoo clock an iconic object only good 

for folklore and tourism? The mechanism and decoration of 
this small clock have always been emblematic of the precise, meticulous 

work associated with the image of Swiss savoir-faire. Originally, cuckoo clocks evoked 
the delightful simplicity of an idealized agrarian way of life in an Alpine setting, safe from the 

vicissitudes of progress. A Swiss emblem, it’s not by chance that Harry Lime, played by Orson Welles 
in The Third Man, refers to the cuckoo clock when he critically comments:

“Like the fella says, in Italy for 30 years under the Borgias they had warfare, terror, murder, 
and bloodshed, but they produced Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci, and the Renaissance. 

In Switzerland they had brotherly love - they had 500 years of democracy and peace, and what did 
that produce? The cuckoo clock.” Today, in a world governed by efficiency and subject to the laws 
of the market, and in a society in which design is on an equal footing with art, what remains of the 

Swiss cuckoo clock?

1. CUCKOO FAMILY / M A R I N E  S E R G E N T  2. FATBIRD / M A R C O  B O R R A C C I N O  3. OBSERVING TIME / N I C O L A S  L A F A R G U E  &  M I H A E L A  C I U B O T A R U 
4. COUCOU BIJOU / M A T H I L D E  P E T I T  &  R O L A N D  K A W C Z Y N S K I  5. KOO3 / A R N A U D  I M O M B E R S T E G  6. BIRD CAGE CLOCK / D O R O T H É E L O U S T A L O T 

7. WATCH THE BIRDIE / C É L I N E  M O S S E T  8. EN VOL / M A T T H I E U  P A C H E  9. CC TIMER / A L E X A N D R E  B U R D I N 
10. BACK TO THE TREES / C L É M E N T I N E  D E S P O C Q  11. SERIAL CUCKOOS / I R È N E  G O N E T  12. COUCOU GENÈVE / O P H É L I E  S A N G A  &  C L A I R E  B O L A Y 

13. SWISS PARADISE / M A R I E  I V O L  14. PAPER CLOCK / B E N J A M I N  B E N K E M O U N  15. PEEPING CLOCK / S O L K I N  K E I Z E R 
16. COUCOU-NEST / N A D È G E  D E L L ’ O M O  -  S E I G N E  &  N O Ë L L I E  S A L G U E R O - H E R N A N D E Z  17. LE TEMPS D’UN VOL / C A M I L L E  D O L S 

18.VOYAGES EXTRAORDINAIRES / C L A U D I O  C O L U C C I  19. CUCKOO / J A M E S  A U G E R  20. PAPAGEI CLOCK / M A L A K  M E B K H O U T  &  F É L I C I E N  G O G U E Y 
21. SÉMAPHORE / W E N D Y  G A Z E  22. CUCKOO / N I T Z A N  C O H E N  23. FOLLOW THE BIRDS / C A M I L L E  S C H E R R E R 

24. COUCOU TIME / M A T A L I  C R A S S E T
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